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and then I'll go and let them have a piece of my mind/' After
a while he told Tai An to go again and ask them.
The three girls came slowly. They were all wearing white
silk gowns and blue skirts. They greeted the company, then
stood smiling.
"Since we are here, why didn't you come at once?" Po-chueh
asked them. They did not answer. They served all the gentle-
men with wine and then sat down together at one table. The
music began again. Wei Kao and Pao Chih-pSn had come
together to Flute of Jade's house and her mother had come
out to welcome them.
Pao Chih-pen said; "Go and fetch the girl out/' and the
old woman replied:
"Master Pao, you are lacking in courtesy. My daughter is
not at every man's disposal. You should say, not: 'Fetch her out,'
but, 'Please ask her if she will be so good as to come out.' "
This made Cassia laugh. "Master Pao," she said, "was
like Beggar Ying. He did not know how to behave."
"You little whore," Po-chueh said, "if I don't know how
to behave, why is yourrmother so much attached to me?"
"She is attached to you the other way round," said Cassia.
"Attend to the play," Hsi-mSn Ch'ing said to them. "If
you talk any more you will have to be fined." Po-chueh kept
silence.
The play went on. In the great hall, on one side of the
large screen, sat the two aunts Wu, Aunt Yang, old woman
P'an, another Aunt Wu, Aunt M£ng, Miss ChSng and Miss
Tuan, "with the ladies of Hsi-m8n's household. On the other
side were Plum Blossom, Flute of Jade, Fragrance, Welcome
Spring and Tiny Jade. They stood in a group and watched
the play. A maid passed with a plate of fruits and a pot of
tea. Plum Blossom stopped her and said: "For whom are you
taking the tea?"
"The ladies on the other side want some," the maid replied.
Plum Blossom took a cup for herself. Tiny ^[ade had ob-
served that the girl in the play was called Flute of Jade.
She took hold of her fellow maid and said to her: "You little
whore! See, two men have come to visit you, and your wicked
old woman wishes you to welcome them. Why don't you go?"
She pushed Flute of Jade and she stumbled over Plum

